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Off-Site Source Recovery Project
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Who Has Radioactive Sealed Sources?

Oil and Gas Service 

Companies

Colleges and Universities

Manufacturing

Medical Facilities

Military Installations

Construction Industry

DOE and Government Sites
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When is the Threat Reduced to Zero?

Unwanted – No Control

Unwanted - Controlled

In Use

Recovered - Secured

Permanently Isolated 
from Environment
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Less Security Means Greater Availability
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The Workload – Reducing the Numbers
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The Workload – Reducing the Activity (Curies)

0

500000

1000000

1500000

2000000

2500000

3000000

3500000

4000000

Recovered 8014.8 9858.3 165.4 0 0

Remaining 11329.3 4591.2 649.1 3874017.8 7573

Pu-238 Am-241 Pu-239 Sr-90 Cs-137



UNCLASSIFIED
LA-UR-03-8376

• NRC – Security requirements for licensed 
material, research program for detailed analysis, 
procedures to protect information

• IAEA – Code of conduct for safety and security 
of radioactive sources

• NNSA – Nuclear Radiological Threat Reduction 
Task Force

– International Radiological Threat Reduction Program

– Off-Site Source Recovery Project

– Global Research Reactor Security Program

Changing Attitudes Since 9/11
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• Recoveries Continue –
Complete Pu-239/Be 
Campaign in FY-04

• Research Continues –
Mass Balance and 
Source Specific Data

• Broadening
Mission
– Isotopes

– Activities

OSRP Future Plans

NNSA-Task Force

NRC IAEA

EPA/DHS

OSRP

• Agency Coordination
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Are We Winning the War?

• We are reducing 
the excess 
stockpile

• The work will get 
harder

• The threat remains 
ill defined

• Path to permanent
isolation of recovered material remains unclear

• There is much work ahead of us
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